
Dear Members of the Crimson Key Society,

There have been many exciting developments in the 

organization since the last time we wrote to you. In the month 

of September, we put on the most successful Freshman Week 

to date. As a result, University administrators have asked us to 

take on more responsibilities, such as planning and running 

both the Freshman and Junior Parents' weekends. As the 

spring approaches, we are looking to build on our involve-

ment last year and become even more active in this year’s 

Pre-Frosh Weekend. 

We also had the busiest week of tour-giving in recent 

memory, when our members gave 43 tours in a single week. 

We are delighted and honored to have received so many new 

and exciting responsibilities this year. 

In light of our ever increasing duties, the current 

membership has decided upon a significant amendment to 

our Constitution. The membership cap of the Crimson Key 

Society will rise from 80 to 85 members for 2008 and then to 

90 members for 2009. This change reflects the scale of our 

current responsibilities and will allow Crimson Key to 

continue to increase its involvement in serving the Harvard 

community. 

The newly elected executive board is eager to take on 

some new initiatives. We are committed to republishing the 

Crimson Key Guidebook for the first time in over ten years and 

are updating it with many of the changes that the campus has 

seen since the last update. Perhaps most exciting for all of our 

alumni is the 60th Anniversary celebration that will take place 

over Harvard-Yale weekend of 2008. We would love to hear 

your thoughts and suggestions as we work on these two 

projects. 

We hope you enjoy this edition of Keystone and look 

forward to hearing from you.

Happy Holidays!

Timur Kalimov ’09
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Something to Talk About
Stutterers, like me, are not fluent when they’re nervous. And 

when they’re speaking in public. And when they have to be loud, 

and when they talk to strangers, and especially when they tell 

funny stories. I loved Harvard history from the moment I set foot on 

campus, but being a tour guide was never on my radar. The kids 

from my freshman entryway who joined the Crimson Key Society 

were charming and well spoken; I, on the other hand, blocked 

violently in tense situations. When I stutter, my larynx squeezes 

shut, keeping air out and words in, and the idea of talking to a tour 

group  was terrifying. 

So I don’t know why I tried to join Key. A senior in the organi-

zation called me out in the fall of my sophomore year for letting my 

stutter keep me from comping the spring before. He was right, of 

course, but I had heard things like that all my life. I still don’t know 

why this particular push made me put myself in front of people 

who were looking at me and expecting me to talk. 

Deep down, I was convinced that I would stutter myself 

incomprehensible. But against all my expectations, I was 

completely, thoroughly, gloriously wrong. It turns out I can give 

tours with only a few nearly imperceptible blocks. I got into Key 

and suddenly I was speaking in front of crowds with confidence.

And since then, I haven’t just been speaking to tourists. 

Through Key I literally found my voice, this beautiful, simple thing I 

thought I was born without. I stutter less now, in every area of my 

life. Key took away my fear, and reduced one of the central facts of 

my life to a mostly peripheral annoyance.

There are no words to express my gratitude or relief—but if 

there were, I could shout them out to a crowd of tourists.
     

     M. Aidan Kelly ’08

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

A Fresh Take on Freshman Week
In keeping with sacred tradition, this year the Crimson Key Society

devoted early mornings, long nights, unbounded energy, and sincere

enthusiasm to welcoming the Class of 2011 to Harvard.  To be sure,

Freshman Week featured traditional favorites—including the boisterous

First Chance Dance and the classic screening of Harvard’s own “Love 

Story.”  In addition to the usual line up, however, this September Crimson 

Key envisioned, coordinated, and executed several new projects, making 

Freshman Week 2007 larger in scope and scale than ever before. 

The Crimson Key Society is dedicated to making Harvard friendlier 

and more accessible to rising freshmen during Opening Days.  This year,

Key launched a practical tour program.  Making use of Crimson Key   

members’ aptitude for tour giving and their savvy for all things

Harvard, this year’s practical tours featured a jaunt around Harvard
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We are pleased to announce that Crimson Key now has a tax-

deductible gift fund through the University!  To make a tax-

deductible donation to Crimson Key, please make checks payable to 

Harvard University with “Crimson Key Society” in the memo line, and 

mail to:

Crimson Key Society

Freshman Dean’s Office

6 Prescott Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

All donations will go toward future issues of Keystone and the new 

Crimson Key website and guidebook.  Donors will be recognized in 

the next issue of Keystone and in the new edition of the Crimson Key 

Guidebook as follows:

Patrons of CKS:            $500 and above

Benefactors of CKS:    $250-$499

Sponsors of CKS:         $100-$249

Friends of CKS:            up to $100

                    Thank you in advance for your support!

                     Matt Bresnahan ’09, Treasurer

NEW INITIATIVES:  CRIMSON KEY GIFT FUND

Yard and the greater Harvard Square area, touching on all aspects of

student life.  By hosting a series of brand new small events—a ping

pong tournament and salsa dancing, for instance—Key also made an

effort to reach out to those freshmen who find larger-scale social

events intimidating. 

These new initiatives earned glowing reviews from the Class of 

2011. In an email to this year’s Freshman Week Coordinators, Dean of

Freshman Thomas Dingman wrote: “I want to share my impressions that

your members have carried out their duties with incredible energy,

dedication, and good will.  Just yesterday at our Open House, freshmen 

said how much they enjoyed the late-night offerings and how critical the 

leadership of Crimson Key was in keeping things enthusiastically on track.” 

As a result of these recent successes, the administration is reaching

out to Crimson Key to take a more active role on campus, specifically

in coordinating such events as Freshman Parents’ Weekend and Junior 

Parents‘ Weekend.  The Crimson Key Society has a proud history of

service to the Harvard community, and as such, is delighted to devote

time and energy to new initiatives within and beyond Freshman Week.

          Jimmy O’Keefe ‘09 and Nick Noyer ’09, Freshman Week Coordinators

Crimson Key’s 60th Anniversary reunion will take place on the Friday of 

Harvard-Yale weekend, November 21, 2008. If you have any old photo-

graphs of Crimson Key members that we could display at the event 

please send them to lcuster@fas.harvard.edu.

         Lee Ann Custer ’10, Secretary
Top row: Logan Ury ’10, Jessica Lin ’09, Aditi Banga ’09, Ali Daum ’10

Bottom row: Larry Arbuthnott ’10, Mariah Peebles ’09, M. Aidan Kelly ’08

New President Drew Faust drops by a CKS meeting to express her gratitude to 

coordinators Nick Noyer and Jimmy O'Keefe for their work and to thank Key 

members in advance for ushering at her installation ceremony on Oct. 12, 2007.


